Dick Family 


18 May 1997 
Dear Darlene, 


This is a very belated letter as I intended to write to you 

as soon as I received the first issue of the Ocean Springs 
Genealogical Society Journal dated July 1996. Now it is almost 
time for another. The first issue is really an excellent venture 
and I'm sure subsequent issues will as good or better. My reason 
for writing, other than to congratulate you and the other 
contributors to the Journal, is the fact that my mother's family 
and the Dick family were very close at one time. 


My mother's family, the James L. Clarks, lived on Porter Avenue 

-~ TI do not know the number as they probably did not have numbers 
in those days but the house was directly across the str¢et from 
the house that was torn down, amidst much controversy, to make 
room for a parking lot across from the City Hall & Library. 

The Dick family, that we knew, lived on Bowen. Both houses 

were the second house from Bellande Avenue going east. My 
grandfather made a gate between the two properties so Mrs. Dick 
and her children and my grandmother and her children could travel 
bock and forth to each others' house very conveniently. 


My mother and her two sisters were very good friends with three 
of the Dick girls whom you list as Elise Albertine, Hattie Anita 
and Lillie Ruth. My mother remained close to these three girls 
as long as they lived, in fact, I was brought up calling them 
"aunt". To me they were Aunt Bert, Aunt Nita and Aunt Ruth. 
Aunt Bert lived in New Orleans and visited more often than the 
other two who lived in California. Aunt Nita died first and 
Aunt Bert came to our house and she and Mama cried together. 
Mama and Daddy always referred to Aunt Bert's first husband 

as "I.W." and the second husband was called "Jumie". I did 

not know "I.W." as he died before I was born but I remember 
visiting Aunt Bert and "Jumie" at Dill Hill when they were over 
from N.O. 


Mama used to speak of Elizabeth and F.M. Dick and we had pictures 
of them - snapshots taken on their birthdays. There was a cake 
with candles in the picture and F.M. was aiming a new gun he 

had received for his birthday. Since Mr. Dick was named Fred 
(Frederick Magruder) I assume F.M. was a close relative although 
I do not remember Mama saying what their connection was other 
than that they were Dicks. 


I had a number of pictures of the Dicks and had Regina Hines 
put a notice in the Herald that I would give them to any member 
of the Dick family who might want them. I got no response so 
when I located a member of the family who was willing to accept 
them, I mailed them to them. I knew when I died no one in my 
family would know who they were and they would probably go in 


the trash. There was @ PlcTite of a baby ~ PlberVa_ 
Ruth Hreks, RniTe’s daughter 


I knew Camilla and Alice and Alice's children, Dode, Mary Alice 
and "Beatie" (as we called her). I knew Alma and most of her 
children, especially Emmett, Gene and Vince. I knew Dotsy and 
Mexie although they. were somewhat older than I. 


Now I did not mean to ramble on and on. I just meant to tell 
you what an excellent job you did on "The Dick Family". I hope 
each member of the family got a copy. It is priceless to Dick 
family members and I hope it is kept up-to-date now that you 
have paved the way. 


I almost forgot to say that Mr. Fred Dick bought the material 
for my mother's graduation dress. Aunt Bert and Mama graduated 
together in 1905 and when he bought the material for Aunt Bert's 
dress, he bought enough for my mother's also. It was the Dick's 
graduation gift to my mother. She never forgot it. 


And again I remember something - I will not dispute your facts 
so if you are sure of them, stick with them, but I think it 
was Lillie Ruth who married the Gasser. That name was on the 
back of a photograph of "Aunt" Ruth and her first baby which 
was sent to Mama. Maybe two of the girls married Gassers. 


By the way, my daughter's nameff is Darleen. Having said that, 
I will close, 


Dincerely, 
> ‘ y 
Kerlernie. atoehres foe betel. 
Mrs. Lurline Hall 
RT 1 Box 4A 
Letohatchee, AL 36047-0614 


